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About

You can share this PDF with anyone you feel could benefit from it, downloaded the latest version 
from: log4j2

It is an unofficial and free log4j2 ebook created for educational purposes. All the content is 
extracted from Stack Overflow Documentation, which is written by many hardworking individuals at 
Stack Overflow. It is neither affiliated with Stack Overflow nor official log4j2.

The content is released under Creative Commons BY-SA, and the list of contributors to each 
chapter are provided in the credits section at the end of this book. Images may be copyright of 
their respective owners unless otherwise specified. All trademarks and registered trademarks are 
the property of their respective company owners.

Use the content presented in this book at your own risk; it is not guaranteed to be correct nor 
accurate, please send your feedback and corrections to info@zzzprojects.com
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Chapter 1: Getting started with log4j2

Remarks

This section provides an overview of what log4j2 is, and why a developer might want to use it.

It should also mention any large subjects within log4j2, and link out to the related topics. Since the 
Documentation for log4j2 is new, you may need to create initial versions of those related topics.

Why not Log4j 1.x?

Log4j 1.x is end-of-life as of August 5, 2015. [1][2]. Apache Log4j 2 is the successor to Log4j 1.x; 
provides bindings for projects that depend on Log4j 1.x, but wish to upgrade to Log4j 2. In addition 
to compatibility with Log4j 1.x, compatibility is provided for the SLF4J, Commons Logging, and 
java.util.logging APIs.

[1] https://logging.apache.org/log4j/1.2/ 
[2] https://blogs.apache.org/foundation/entry/apache_logging_services_project_announces

Examples

Installation or Setup

This would be a basic setup in wich we will send all the log messages to the console and to a log 
file.

Let's start with the libraries. Will use maven for that:

    <dependency> 
        <groupId>org.apache.logging.log4j</groupId> 
        <artifactId>log4j-api</artifactId> 
        <version>2.8.2</version> 
    </dependency> 
    <dependency> 
        <groupId>org.apache.logging.log4j</groupId> 
        <artifactId>log4j-core</artifactId> 
        <version>2.8.2</version> 
    </dependency>

Next we'll write the log4j2.properties (I'll use a properties file in this case). We'll put it in the context 
path, in maven it should be in the resources folder (src/main/resources in most cases)

name=PropertiesConfig 
property.filename = logs 
appenders = console, file 
 
appender.console.type = Console 
appender.console.name = STDOUT 
appender.console.layout.type = PatternLayout 
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appender.console.layout.pattern = [%-5level] %d{yyyy-MM-dd HH:mm:ss.SSS} [%t] %c{1} - %msg%n 
 
appender.file.type = File 
appender.file.name = LOGFILE 
appender.file.fileName=${filename}/propertieslogs.log 
appender.file.layout.type=PatternLayout 
appender.file.layout.pattern=[%-5level] %d{yyyy-MM-dd HH:mm:ss.SSS} [%t] %c{1} - %msg%n 
 
loggers=file 
logger.file.name=com.es.form.studio 
logger.file.level = debug 
logger.file.appenderRefs = file 
logger.file.appenderRef.file.ref = LOGFILE 
 
rootLogger.level = debug 
rootLogger.appenderRefs = stdout 
rootLogger.appenderRef.stdout.ref = STDOUT

To use this example you'll need to change logger.file.name=com.es.form.studio so it targets the 
package of your choice. If you don't do that the file won't show any logs.

Read Getting started with log4j2 online: https://riptutorial.com/log4j2/topic/7197/getting-started-
with-log4j2
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