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About

You can share this PDF with anyone you feel could benefit from it, downloaded the latest version 
from: rails-activerecord

It is an unofficial and free rails-activerecord ebook created for educational purposes. All the 
content is extracted from Stack Overflow Documentation, which is written by many hardworking 
individuals at Stack Overflow. It is neither affiliated with Stack Overflow nor official rails-
activerecord.

The content is released under Creative Commons BY-SA, and the list of contributors to each 
chapter are provided in the credits section at the end of this book. Images may be copyright of 
their respective owners unless otherwise specified. All trademarks and registered trademarks are 
the property of their respective company owners.

Use the content presented in this book at your own risk; it is not guaranteed to be correct nor 
accurate, please send your feedback and corrections to info@zzzprojects.com
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Chapter 1: Getting started with rails-
activerecord

Remarks

Active Record

It's the M in MVC - the model - which is the layer of the system responsible for representing 
business data and logic. Active Record facilitates the creation and use of business objects whose 
data requires persistent storage to a database. It is an implementation of the Active Record 
pattern which itself is a description of an Object Relational Mapping system.

When writing applications using other programming languages or frameworks, it may be 
necessary to write a lot of configuration code. This is particularly true for ORM frameworks in 
general. However, if you follow the conventions adopted by Rails, you'll need to write very little 
configuration (in some cases no configuration at all) when creating Active Record models. The 
idea is that if you configure your applications in the very same way most of the time then this 
should be the default way. Thus, explicit configuration would be needed only in those cases where 
you can't follow the standard convention.

Active Record automatically creates methods to allow an application to read 
and manipulate data stored within its tables.

Rails provides a domain-specific language for managing a database schema called migrations. 
Migrations are stored in files which are executed against any database that Active Record 
supports using rake.

Active Record allows you to validate the state of a model before it gets written into the 
database. There are several methods that you can use to check your models and validate that an 
attribute value is not empty, is unique and not already in the database, follows a specific format 
and many more.

Active Record callbacks allow you to attach code to certain events in the life-cycle of your 
models. This enables you to add behavior to your models by transparently executing code when 
those events occur, like when you create a new record, update it, destroy it and so on.

Text extracted from Rails Guides, with some editting and modifications

Examples

Installation or Setup

Detailed instructions on getting rails-activerecord set up or installed.
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Read Getting started with rails-activerecord online: https://riptutorial.com/rails-
activerecord/topic/5814/getting-started-with-rails-activerecord
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